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court ordered him to pay a monetary fine. After Youhana Dakrit resumed his work and 
the lawsuit was transferred to the higher court.

The appearance and spread of newspapers and the increase in the number of printing 
presses, as mentioned previously, was one of the significant expressions of the rise of a 
new middle class. Through publishing they shaped the words, expressions and meaning 
of their new culture and the content of daily newspapers. People became knowledgeable 
via the press of notions about work, labour rights, manufacturing, social classes and class 
struggle, revolution, war, peace, politics, the relation of language and peoples’ lives, 
traditions, illusions, social values, research in social sciences, research on evolution, and 
scientific theories.

The sparks of World War I flared in 1914 and the newspapers came to a halt. Printing 
presses stopped running and were gradually transformed to warehouses as the presses 
rusted and reams of paper slowly gathered dust. The only operational printing presses 
were those that existed in the churches, monasteries and Christian associations. With the 
end of the war and the defeat of the Ottomans, Palestine was transported into a new era 
that saw the return of journalistic life as a Palestinian cultural awakening was reborn.

Mohamed Basil Suleiman is a writer and researcher who lives in Ramallah.
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